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As part of safety and risk assessments, every sibling must be assessed for sexual 
abuse/victimization. Talking with siblings is crucial. In addition to assuring that other 
children in the home (such as the siblings themselves) are not being abused, siblings 
might be able to corroborate important aspects of the abuse and/or might have 
knowledge of other victims such as relatives, neighbors, etc. It is common, while 
talking to siblings about the abuse, for some victims to disclose when they suspect or 
understand that the perpetrator is starting to abuse a younger sibling. 
 
Child welfare professionals must remember, in discussing the allegations with siblings, 
that they often have a difficult time dealing with the allegations. Although child welfare 
professionals must gather information related to the investigation of the allegations, it 
is crucial to try to avoid further traumatizing the child and the child’s siblings. Training 
concerning how to interview children and others involved in sexual abuse cases is 
important to help avoid further child traumatization. 
 
The sibling, sexually victimized or not, might: 
 

 Feel sad or worried about the victim. 
 Be worried that he/she will be victimized as well. 
 Be angry with the victim for “lying” about the perpetrator: causing the non-

offending parent to be upset, causing the perpetrator to go to jail, or causing 
the family to go to a shelter, etceteras. 

 Be jealous of the victim because the perpetrator treated the victim in special 
ways in the past. 

 Feel confused now that sexual abuse has been disclosed. 
 Be too young to understand sexual abuse; or, the family may believe that the 

sibling should not be told about the sexual abuse. This lack of knowledge, 
when the family seems to be in distress, can cause turmoil for the sibling(s). 

 Have been a victim of abuse in the past and made the decision not to disclose. 
In turn, the sibling might feel that the victim got his/her parents in trouble 
instead of keeping quiet like he/she did. 

 Believe that it is wrong to turn to outsiders (like the police or children's services) 
and be angry that the victim brought these outsiders into the family. 

 Be embarrassed, ashamed, afraid of what will happen. 
 


